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FUNDING CRUNCH HITS HARD AT A.C.P.D.

Financial changes to BC Lotteries funding means financial 

changes in the Office!

Coffee consumption is limited to 2 cups each and bring 

your own sugar! (
Seriously, changes to limiting the overall grant to 100,000.00

means a change to people power as we cannot change the hard costs needed to keep the office running. We will have to put off our New Years’ Party and our monthly volunteer lunch will become a Potluck. We are saving our Tim Hortons buns for sangies .Sadly, most of those who receive honorariums here are those who will suffer the most. Many who volunteer here pay market rent and the difference of $25 or $50 is a lot to them.

This will change when we do get our funding back (in April or May) but in the meantime it will be “business as usual”. 

 
President and Vice President of ACPD
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Joanne Neubauer

       Joe Motuz
 President

        Vice President
I would like to extend a warm greeting to everyone this holiday season. Advocacy for people with disabilities seems to take on an added weight during the winter months. Proper shelter from the cold, ample nutrition and having the means for adequate mobility around town are of paramount importance. We look forward to fighting for the rights, respect and dignity for everyone, as these are deserved to everyone. I invite you to contact any of our advocates to see what programs and services we can offer you. 

Joanne Neubauer
President Action Committee of People with disAbilities

For Individuals and Businesses who wish to make a financial contribution, we are able to supply Federal Income tax receipts for amounts over $20.00

Merry Christmas
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From  everyone  at  ACPD
Have a safe and happy holidays.
First Things First: Life Management and Job Readiness
Location: 

Victoria Disability Resource Centre 

Date: February 23rd, 2011 12:30pm
Thinking about getting back into the workforce? Not sure if you are ready yet?

Join us for this informative and motivating workshop facilitated by Judith Kelsey and Scott Heron. 

When: February 23rd, 24th, and 25th, 2011
Time: 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm
Where: Victoria Disability Resource Centre

Contact Scott Heron for more information 
or to register. Scott can be reached by 
phone at: 250-595-0044 or by email at: employment2@drcvictoria.com.

City and Province Buy Motels to Help Homeless


The Ministry of Housing and Social Development along with the city of Victoria have purchased 2 motels to house low income tenants.


The city has also applied to the federal government for a grant to help cover its costs.

In July, the courts approved the city’s $5.25 million bid on two Traveler’s Inn motels, operating in receivership since September 2009. 

While under the ownership of John Asfar, many hotels within the Traveler’s Inn chain were frequently used by social agencies to house families and others unable to secure housing elsewhere.

The city’s purchase will preserve the units for this purpose. The city will also appoint a social agency to operate the housing to provide supports for the tenants.

Next, it plans to renovate the buildings and reduce the number of units in each: 120 Gorge Rd. will be transformed into 39 one-bedroom apartments for aboriginal people; 710 Queens Ave. will be transformed into 36 studio apartments.
By Roszan Holmen, Victoria News






[image: image5.png]



Gordon Campbell Resigns

Love him or hate him, the 34th Premier of British Columbia has decided to step down for the good of the Liberal Party. Gordon Campbell swept to power in 2001 on a tide of voter frustration and resentment toward the then ruling New Democratic Party. Although just reelected in 2009, recent poling had Campbell’s popularity at the lowest ever of any sitting Premier in Canada. Much of this disapproval stems from the Liberal Party’s promise not to increase the sales tax or to harmonize the GST and PST. Soon after the election, with no consultation or public input, the Liberal government announced that it would in fact implement HST. Faced with growing anger, recall petitions and a referendum bound to repeal the tax next year, Campbell’s choice to resign is seen as a move to save the Liberal party from decimation.  

Although I am happy with some of the Liberal accomplishments such as lower income tax rates and smaller government, cuts to social services are painful to the people who need it most. Only time will tell if the new Premier will work toward restoring social services to acceptable levels that keep pace with inflation, and to work with ACPD and other organizations to improve conditions for the disabled.

Bruce Bigelow
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Homeless Advocate Passes Away

Herman Rebneris, a builder and advocate who tirelessly fought to end homelessness and championed affordable housing for families and seniors in Greater Victoria for more than four decades, lost a five-year battle with kidney cancer. 
Rebneris built more than 1,000 affordable housing units in the capital with the company he co-founded, Cottage Grove Contracting Ltd., and was most proud of the projects he completed for the Victoria Cool Aid Society.
Darron Kloster - © Copyright (c) The Victoria Times Colonist
Meet Volunteer Herb Volker
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Herb hails from West Germany and moved to Canada when he was 3 years old. He grew up in Alberta but has lived in British Columbia for most of his life and calls Victoria home. He has been a volunteer with the Action Committee of People with disAbilities for about 10 years. 
Herb enjoys the daily activities of the office, such as filling in for reception, general maintenance and running errands. Working with all the friendly people at ACPD and meeting and greeting visitors is also something he likes. 
Condolences

It is with a sad heart that we inform you that Tracy Palmer has passed away. Tracy was a volunteer receptionist at ACPD. He will be remembered for his kindness and sense of humour. Our condolences go out to his friends and family.

Support the Civil Rights Now! Campaign
What do people with disabilities in BC need?

Civil Rights Now! is organizing a campaign to persuade the provincial Liberals and NDP to make a commitment that if they form government after the election in May 2013, they will enact and implement legislation embodying these three ideas by no later than May, 2015.

What can you do to support the Civil Rights Now! campaign?

· Spread the word of  the Civil Rights Now! five year plan and its goals to everybody in your personal, family and business networks by any means at your disposal: email, Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, phones calls, podcasts, text messages, blogs, book clubs, churches, unions, the Lions, Chamber of Commerce, anything. 
· If you’re a person with a disability, video or write your own story of abuse by BC government or service providers and with your permission post on the Civil Rights Now! website. 
· People with disabilities and/or their families and supporters willing to tell their stories to the media. 

Contact the Civil Rights Now! campaign and please tell us what precise skills or resources you have.

Send information to civilrightsnow@yahoo.ca or leave a voice mail @ 604-928-1644

Hope is not a plan!
Hepatitis C Information

Alley and Carol attended a very informative conference on Hepatitis C and its effects. They met with several support workers from all over Canada and have gathered plenty of information about new treatments and resources. If you require any information please contact Carol Romanow at 250-383-4105 or visit our website. 

This was just one of several attended by staff, and board members at ACPD. Workshops are always informative and educational. Usually we can come away with some new information; sadly it is not always positive or beneficial! 
We attended BC Non-Profit housing workshops, BC Yukon Drug War Survivors, and a very memorable Canadian Treatment Action Council workshop in Toronto! 

This was the most memorable, it was the first time I had flown across Canada with my electric wheelchair and an attendant! The paperwork and runaround is something else, for one not everyone had the same information, the attendant does not travel for free, you have to pay the taxes (about $80.00 round trip) heaven forbid you skip a line or the Doctor forgets to tick off a box, you have to get the right answers in the right spots and to bad if you find it confusing…. Just do it!

Not all workshops apply to everyone, we do however bring back lots of information and try to have it set up in the office so anyone can come in and read it.

We also have a great deal of information via our pamphlet wall. If it is not there we can usually find it for you or send you to someone who can help you out.
Carol Romanow

Riddles

1. What gets wetter the more it
    dries?

2. How many giraffes did Moses
    take on the Ark?

3. What can go up a chimney down,
    but not down a chimney up?

Answers on page 7

Legal Clinic

Forrest Nelson will be here on Wednesdays (1:30pm-4:00pm) for a Pro Bono Legal Clinic. 

Please phone 250-360-6371 to arrange appointments.


St John’s Ambulance 63 Gorge Rd Hospital   Victoria, B.C. 382-356                                                                     10% discount on First Aid Kits - On Going

World Vision Optical 1412 Douglas St Victoria, B.C. 389-0111                               10% off best quality on Service and price On Going

Self Heal Herbal Centre 1106 Blanshard St Victoria, B.C. 383-5432 or 383-5433

10% off Herbs, Tinctures, and Vitamins

 On Going 

Orange Julius Bay Centre Food Fair 

10% off Order - On Going

 

Cargo Games Coffee and Tea Bay Centre Food Fair 383-1421

10% Off Coffee, Tea and Related items (Excluding Special Combos) - On Going 

Central Barbers and Stylists  664 Fort St  Victoria, B.C. 385-6831

$10.00 for Disabled and Seniors for Haircuts, Beards and Styling - On Going

 

Orange Julius  3170 Tillicum Rd Tillicum Mall Victoria, B.C.

10% Discount on Food and Beverages
On Going 

Cordova Hair Boutique Ltd  5126 Cordova Rd Victoria, B.C. 658-5914 All Products Discount -  On Going

 

Cook Street Market Place  333 Cook  St Victoria, B.C. 381-1302 

10% Off All Products - On Going 

 Thompsons Foam Shop  2103 Douglas St Victoria, B.C. 385-7622
10% Discount on all Foam Products
 On Going
 
Global Art and Framing 1831 Oak Bay Victoria  BC 380-9187
20% Discount Off Custom Framing and Artwork Excluding Originals

 

Moka house 345 Cook St Victoria, B.C. 388-7377
15% Off Food and Drinks
 From Sept 1 2009 till Sept 1 2010

 

Esquimalt Optical 10-1153 Esquimalt Rd Victoria, B.C. 380-2020

15% Off Regular Price - On Going

 

Elmo’s Antiques  
10% Off at Admirals Walk Store – On Going
Please Note, only current members with proven disabilities can purchase consumer cards. 
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“It’s the ghost of Christmas Past – The bank manager about our overdraft.”
Uluschak, Edd. January 10, 1972. Accessed from the SFU Library Editorial Cartoon Collection on 12,16,2010
Answers to Riddles
1. A towel.
2. None. It was Noah’s Ark.

3. An umbrella. 
Memberships and Donations
Your membership and participation in the Action Committee helps us achieve our goal of working towards equal opportunity and the full participation of people with disabilities in our community.
Member benefits include voting rights at our Annual General Meeting and the ability for disabled persons to purchase a discount Consumer Card that offers discounts at several local merchants.
Name: ________________________________ E-mail:________________________________ Telephone Number:                                     

Mailing Address:                                           
City:                                 _______________
Province:                             _____________
Postal Code:                              ___________
Date: Day_____ Month _____ Year_____        

Annual Memberships:

Individual Waged $5.00
Unwaged $2.00

Family $10.00    

Corporate $30.00 or trade memberships  

Would you like to purchase the following?

Consumer Card (annual) - $2.00 in person      or $3.00 by mail
(Note: Proof of Disability Required.)
I would like to make a donation to ACPD

In the amount of:

· $2 __________

· $5 __________

· $10 _________

· Other _______

Please make cheque payable to:

ACPD

948 View Street,

Victoria, BC, V8V 3L5 

Safe Winter Driving

With the recent snow whiteouts that stranded motorists in Sarnia, Ontario and the many accidents across the country due to ice, it’s a good time to remind people of safe winter driving.

1. Safe snow tires or good all season tires are a must. 

2. Slow down and keep a good distance from the car in front. Most accidents in winter weather are the result of motorists not changing their driving habits to match conditions. You need a longer time to stop at intersections and to allow for unanticipated events on the road. 

3. Keep an emergency kit handy. A blanket, scraper, shovel and flashlight are essential. A cell phone is also something you might want to consider, even if you only use it in emergencies. Most of the people rescued in Sarnia were in touch with authorities on their cells. 

Drive safe and sound and have wonderful happy holidays. 
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ACPD is a nonprofit society committed to achieving positive changes for people with disabilities since 1975 through personal and public advocacy.





Our work includes:


Public Advocacy


Volunteer Program


Individual Advocacy


Assisted Independent 


Living Program





Our Office is Located at 948 View Street   Victoria, BC V8V 3L5 


250-383-4105


We are open from


 9am to 4pm


Monday to Friday


�HYPERLINK "http://www.actioncommittee.ca"�www.actioncommittee.ca�


email: acpdcoordinator@shaw.ca





Visit our Facebook Page


Action Committee of People with Disabilities














Consumer Card Discounts Available at the Following Merchants
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